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FOREWORD:  

 
It is our pleasure to present you with the report summarising the activities 
carried out within the framework of “Projekt Birma” in 2015. Projekt Birma 
is the initiative of Other Space Foundation from Poland and various local 
partners in Burma/Myanmar. It is co-founded by the Programme Support 
for Democracy, co-financed by the Polish Aid.  
 
It is our 4th year in Burma/Myanmar and we our proud to share the 
description of the activities that were designed and implemented by our 
local partners: 
 

• DEMO, Democracy for Ethnic Minorities Organization, Shan state  
• GRO, Green Rights Organization, Shan state 
• CSDC, Community for Sustainable Development Center, Shan state 
• WPNA, Women Peace Network Arakan, Yangon, Rakhine state  

 
8th of November, 2015 marks the first partially free elections in 
Burma/Myanmar in decades. It was a crucial step on the road towards 
democracy and crucial point in Burma/Myanmar’s history. Despite some 
irregularities, such as problems with the voters list and exclusion of over 
800 0000 of Muslims in Rakhine [Arakan] State from voting, international 
observers have dubbed the elections as credible and reflecting the will of the 
people. 
 
Moreover, we also see positive developments in the way that our local 
partner organisations are given more freedom to conduct their activities. 
Few years ago, organising events such as “Rural Voices” conference in Shan 
state would be impossible. In July 2015, Community for Social Development 
Center (CSDC) and Green Rights Organization (GRO) managed to bring over 
1000 people from different ethnic backgrounds from Southern Shan  state 
to discuss land-grabbing & illegal mining  and prepare joint action plan, 
addressing these issues.  
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Despite those positive changes, there are also some alarming signs.  
 
In March 2015, police has cracked down on student protests in 
Letpadan cooper mine. 
 
In rural parts of Burma/Myanmar, land-grabbing is very much a present 
phenomena. “We don’t know if for local communities things will really 
change after the elections, but it is extremely important that we 
continue teaching them about their rights, so they can mobilise against 
injustice” says Eainda from GRO, based in Aungban, Shan state.  
 
Four “Race and Religion Protection Laws” introduced in 2015 have 
further systematized discrimination of woman, ethnic and religious 
minorities. People have been detained for social media post, like Kachin 
peace activist Patrick Kane Jea Lee, who was arrested because he had 
shared the photo on Facebook. As of the end of October 2015, there are 
112 political prisoners incarcerated in Burma and 486 activists 
currently awaiting trial for political actions. 
 
The term of the new government will start in April 2016. Following 
decades of dictatorship, new leaders will be presented with an extremely 
difficult task. It is very important that they take into account the voices 
of civil society that for so many years has struggled for freedom. 
Moreover, it is also crucial that international community continues their 
support for CSOs, especially in rural areas where people still suffer 
insecurity and exclusion from participation in public live.  

 

 
This publication does not express the views of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland. The views and opinions 
expressed are those of the authors.This work is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Poland License. Some rights 
reserved by Fundacja Inna Przestrzen (FIP). The project is co-financed by the Polish development co-operation programme of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Poland, Programme Support for Democracy.Permission is granted to use this work 
provided that the above information, including#information about used licenses, right holders and about the Polish development 
cooperation programme is kept 
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Executive summary of activities  

1 “Animation for Participation”: innovative 
computer animation workshops for artists 
and activists from Southern Shan state. 
Created with DEMO – Democracy for Ethnic 
Minorities Organisation.   

2 “Local Civic Committees” and “Local 
Initiatives” – series of civic education and 
human rights trainings carried out in remote 
parts of Southern Shan state by Green Rights 
Organization. Followed by 3 “Local Civic 
Initiatives” aimed at increasing civic 
participation: they are co-designed and 
implemented by local communities    

3 
“Rural Voices Forum” – established by the 
Community for Sustainable Development 
Center. First public conference concerning 
the issue of illegal mining and land-grabbing 
in Southern Shan state. Organised in Baw Sai, 
an area largely affected by both phenomena. 
Attended by over 1000 activists, politicians, 
villagers from 6 minorities.  

4 “Active Citizens’ Academy” - series of 
human rights, electoral education, 
constitution trainings for young activists 
carried out by Women Peace Network 
Arakan, One of the results of their joined 
work was “My Friend” campaign, social media 
campaign aimed at bringing together people 
from different religions and ethnicities  

5 “Systemizing misery. Case study of the 
process of delegalization of Temporary 
Registration Cards” Socio-legal research 
carried out jointly with researchers in 
Rakhine state. Aimed at showing how the 
process of delegalizing ID so-called White 
Cards is a gross violation of basic human 
rights.  
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“This training 
gives us a real tool 
to educate local 
communities”  
Ko Kyaw 

  

COMPUTER 
ANIMATION 

TRAINING 
 for civil society 

activists in Shan state 

1

13 days, 14 activists and 
artists from Southern 
Shan state. First computer 
animation training for 
civil society in Taunggyi, 
Shan state.  

One of the main principles 
of Projekt Birma/Fundacja 
Inna Przestrzen is to base 
our programmes on the real 
needs of local communities. 
and apply standards of 
Coherent Policy for 
Development (CPD) in our 
work.  Consequently, prior 
to conducting any activities, 
we always attempt to 
conduct comprehensive 
research concerning the 
needs of communities that 
we work with. At first sight, 
Computer Animation 
Training                      

2

might seem like quite an 
odd activity to carry out 
in a place facing so many 
challenges. However, 
while conducting needs 
assessment in 2014, it 
has turned out that 
learning how to create 
computer animation can 
be a very useful tool for 
civil society activists. “We 
have been using printed 
cartoons for a couple of 
years to teach local 
communities about their 
rights and duties as 
citizens. They are far more 
engaging than written 
materials. Also, they can be 
used in areas where, due to 
security reason we cannot 
conduct open trainings.  
Learning how to create  

  

PARTNER 
ORGANISATION 

 Democracy for 
Ethnic Minorities 

Organization 
DEMO  
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Aliquam dolor. 

byline 
Lorem Ipsum 

  

computer animation would be another 
step further. It would allow us to 
effectively reach more people.” 
representatives of DEMO told us in 
2014. Consequently, we decided to 
provide a group of 14 carefully 
selected activists and artists 
representing organisations working 
on a number of issues such as: women 
rights, environment, land-grabbing, 
illegal mining, civic education, 
indigenous rights with an opportunity 
to learn how to create computer 
animations and to create two short 
animations together with the support 
from the trainer, Lude Reno.  

“ This group is really unique. When 
we started the training they didn’t 
know what is the difference between 
different formats of digital pictures. 
And after two weeks, they have 
created two animations that they can 
already use in their work. Now I can 
actually learn from them” - Lude 
Reno  

““Sometimes we see international 
organisations doing programmes that are not 
really effective because they don’t answer the 
needs of local community. What’s more, often 
rather than working together with local 
organisations, which would make it much more 
sustainable they decide to e.g. conduct the 
trainings they feel are relevant without trying 
to build the capacity of local CBOs or ‘brain 
draining’ them. It’s important to do workshops 
like this to really empower local activists”  - 

Following the training, over 1500 DVDs with 
animations were distributed in almost 50 villages 
in 8 townships. Many of the villages where 
DVDs were distributed are affected by fighting 
between ethnic and Burmese armies. These 
animations gave them a chance to find out more 
about civic education. Apart from DVDs, the 
most popular way to distribute animations were 
mobile smartphones. 14 participants of the 
training and the members of their organisations 
downloaded animations on their phones and 
shared it with around 3000 people. 
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During the initial part of the training, participants representing 5 different ethnic groups have 
gained insight into basic theory behind creating computer animation. Later, they had a chance 
to put their knowledge into practice, while working on two animations addressing the issues 
they communities face: “Art for Peace” and “The Value of One Vote”.  

 

“THE VALUE OF ONE VOTE”  

2015 was a crucial year for Burma/Myanmar. 
In November 2015, first partially free 
elections took place (according to the 2008 
Constitution, 25% of the seats are still 
reserved for the military). 

The aim of the animation “The Value of 
One Vote” was to encourage people to 
participate in the elections as well as show 
them the basic rules of voting. After almost 
50 years of the military dictatorship people of 
Burma/Myanmar, especially in the rural 
areas, often are either still too afraid to vote 
or do not see the point of participating in the 
elections - for so many years, they have been 
rigged. Consequently, it is hard for them to 
believe they can truly democratically elect 
their representatives 

  
Links: 
https://www.facebook.com/projekt.birma/videos/vb.401
079653279195/857637487623407/?type=2&theater 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UaX9lKDTMbw 

“ART FOR PEACE”  

“Art for Peace” is a short animation about 
reconciliation between representatives of 
different ethnic minorities of 
Burma/Myanmar. There are over 100 ethnic 
minorities in Burma/Myanmar (the official 
government figure puts the number at 135, 
however this number is contested by many 
civil society representatives).  

Amongst other things, owing to the decades 
of “divide and rule” policy pursued by the 
junta, many of the minorities are continuing 
their struggle.  

“With this short film, we wanted to show our 
communities that co-operation and negotiation 
can be far more beneficial than violence” says Ko 
So, the director of “Art for Peace”. 
 

Links:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PXXSptUa-Po 
https://www.facebook.com/projekt.birma/videos/vb.4
01079653279195/852573744796448/?type=2&theater
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LOCAL CIVIC 
COMMITTEES 
Civic education and 

self-organisation 
against land-grabbing 

in Shan state 
“Since the transformation 
has started land-grabbing 
and illegal mining have 
actually got worse here. By 
teaching local communites 
about their rights, we want 
to give local people  a voice, 
a chance to mobilise and 
together speak up against 
injustice” 

Ko EainDa 
 

PARTNER 
ORGANISATION 

 Green Rights Organization 
GRO  

March – July 2015                                                                                           
12 civic education and human rights 
workshops                                                                                               
360 participants from 40 villages in 
Southern Shan state.  

We have been working with Local Civic 
Committees (LCCs) in Shan State since 2013. 
LCCs are groups of citizens from ethnically 
diverse areas in Kalaw, Aung Ban, Baw Sai and 
PinThaYa townships who have organized 
themselves and formed villages’ representation 
groups that deal with main issues affecting their 
communities such as illegal mining, land 
grabbing or environmental deprivation. 

This year, we continued to support Local Civic 
Committees by working together with Green 
Rights Organisation (GRO) from AungBan. As 
in 2014, GRO has designed and implemented 
civic education programme for 40 villages. 
Moreover, based on last year’s positive 
experience, we supported 3 LOCAL INITIATIVES 
designed by and for local communities.  
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Workshop agenda has covered electoral 
education, indigenous rights as well as land 
law. Together with the participants, GRO has 
also looked at how to negotiate illegal mining 
and land grabbing cases with the local 
government.  

One of the most important issues discussed, 
was participation in November’s elections. 
According to the analysis conducted by GRO 
at the beginning of the project in March 2015,  
local communities knowledge about electoral 
process was very limited.  

“In our village only one- person voted in 2012 
by-elections”  U Thein, Pone Tup village – 
where almost 53 % of participants identified 
themselves as land-grabbing vicitms 

In 2014, Local Civic Committees conducted 
research about issues that affect local 
communities in Kalaw township– according to the 
results land grabbing and illegal mining made were 
the key problems identified (and they provoked 
further concerns such as environmental 
degradation, etc.) 

https://projektbirma.files.wordpress.com/2015/01/mapoflocalneeds2.pdf  

Taking this into account, this year local 
partner organization GRO decided that one 
of the issues addressed during the workshops 
will be the methods of negotiation with 
authorities and companies in mining and land 
grabbing cases. Together with Local Civic 
Committees we agreed to conduct an 
anonymous survey among participants both 
for the purpose of evaluation as well as to 
verify how the phenomena of land-grabbing 
and illegal mining affect them directly.  

GRO with the support from Projekt 
Birma/Fundacja Inna Przestrzen has 
designed and distributed an anonymous 
questionnaire among 189 workshops 
participants, residents of eight villages: Myint 
Ma Hti, Heho, Lone Pone, Taung Lar, Ye 
Phyu Kan, Shwe Gu, Si Sai, Shwe Ni. 

41,8% of respondents identified 
themselves or their close relatives as a 
direct victim of illegal mining and 26,4% 
as a direct victim of land grabbing. 
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68.25% 
5.29% 

26.46% 

Are you or a member of 
your family a vicitm of 

LAND GRABBING? 

no 

no answer 

yes 
56.61% 

1.59% 

41.80% 

Are you or a member of 
your family a victim of  

ILLEGAL MINING?  

no 
no answer 
yes 

15.15% 

52.17% 

11.11% 
15.79% 

7.14% 

20.00% 22.22% 

45.00% 

HEHO  LONE 
PONE 

MYIN MA 
HTI  

SHWE GU SHWE NI SI SAI  TAUNG 
LAR  

YE PHYU 
KAN 

 LANDGRABBING VICTIMS PER VILLAGE 

no 
no answer 
yes 

Results have shown that most 
serious violations are taking place 
in Lone Pone and Ye Phyu Kan 
villages in Baw Sai area where both 
land grabbing and mining projects 
are affecting broad number of 
respondents.     

“Baw Sai and PinThaYa are 
amongst the biggest mining areas in 
Myanmar”  EainDa, GRO leader              

In LONE PONE village 52% of residents who 
participated in the workshop identified themselves 
and their family as a victim of land grabbing and 
almost 79% as victims of illegal mining.   

In Ye Phyu Kan village, almost 55 % of respondents 
identified themselves as victims of illegal mining. 
Consequently, taking into account how illegal mining 
projects are affecting indigenous population, 
participants of Local Civic Committees trainings 
have chosen this village as a location for “RURAL 
VOICES CONFERENCE”  
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24.24% 

78.26% 
72.22% 

52.63% 

7.14% 

26.67% 

11.11% 

55.00% 

HEHO  LONE 
PONE 

MYIN MA 
HTI  

SHWE GU SHWE NI SI SAI  TAUNG 
LAR  

YE PHYU 
KAN 

ILLEGAL MINING VICTIMS PER VILLAGE 

no 
no answer 
yes 

63.64% 

42.42% 

17.17% 16.16% 16.16% 
11.11% 

Environmental 
damage 

Health Damage Personal !reat Unemployment Violance 
Against Women 

Family 
Separation 

WHAT IMPACT DOES ILLEGAL MINING 
HAVE ON YOUR LIFE ? 

 

We also asked trainings’ participants which aspect of their life is most affected by illegal 
mining (some respondents gave more than one answer). Almost 64% see environmental 
damage as the most visible result (especially pollution of water resources). Second most 
common answer was health damage (42%).  In mining areas toxic water affects health of 
residents who much more common that in other areas suffer serious skin diseases.   

(page 9, “Map of Local Needs”, Projekt Birma 2014,  

 https://projektbirma.files.wordpress.com/2015/01/mapoflocalneeds2.pdf )  
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“Yes, I think you can say that Burma is on a right track but it’s a road that needs to be repaired 
almost from the beginning. I don’t think NLD will change things so much, especially with 
mining projects. MPs from NLD in Shan state are businessman just like USDP was. I think 
things will look like they are done in more legal way, but this does not necessarily mean that it 
will positively affect local communities”  Ko Oak, participant from Ye Phyu Kan village 

62.64% 

26.37% 

13.19% 

3.30% 

Company Goverment Crony Army 

WHO WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR GRABBING YOUR 
LAND? 

LOCAL INITIATIVES 
Following the success of 2014 Local Civic 
Committees and their Local Initiatives, in 
2015, we decided to once again support 
Local Initiatives designed by and for local 
population. The main aim of Local 
Initiatives is to give participants a tool to 
address different problems of local 
community which where previously defined 
during 2014 project (see: “Map of Local Needs”). 

Based on the experience of previous years, we 
wanted to empower community not only 
through knowledge but also through action. 
Once again, we wanted to give participants a 
chance to actually implement activities that they 
themselves designed. After consultation with 
their communities, participants decided to 
conduct three initiatives. Their overarching goal 
was to educate communities about 
environmental protection. 

“For us, ethnic people who make their living from agriculture, nature is the most important aspect 
our daily live. It gives us rice but we also struggle with it everyday. This is why we need to teach our 
communities how to protect and respect our land in these new times of political transformation and 
social and economic development”.   
Ko So, environmental activist from Taunggyi.  
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1 TREE, 1 VOTE was a continuation of last year’s initiative 
in which participants have planted trees and at the same 
time promoted electoral education. This year they hace 
planted over 1500 trees and in a same time distribute 520 
electoral handbooks “How to vote”. Every tree symbolized 
one vote in November’s general elections. Trees were 
planted in areas affected by deforestation as a result of 
mining activities.  “Protection of our land is a priority for our 
people and we would like to make it clear for the new 
government. Protection of environment and politics are linked 
for us, because only good governance can help us to negotiate 
with mining companies. We also hope that they will eliminate 
corruption on a township level” Ko Phyo from Aung Ban 

ENVIRONMENTAL EXHIBITION is also a 
continuation of last year idea. Once again 
the turnout has exceeded initial 
expectations. Participants together with 
members of their communities took and 
presented 100 photos that presented 
destructive impact of humans on 
environment in Shan State. They also 
designed posters and other materials, 
aiming at educating visitors about 
sustainable environment.  Exhibition was 
shown at primary school and high schools in 
Aung Ban, as well as during Forum “Rural 
Voices”.  LITERARY ENVIRONMENTAL COMPETITION –

initiative addressed to youth in order to increase their 
interest and knowledge about environmental 
protection.  80 participants were invited to write an 
essay about water recourses management in their region.  

“Choosing a winner was a difficult task. Number of 
participants also surprised us. Eventually, 14 years old 
schoolgirl has won. She presented potential examples of 
water conservation in our area. People are not using our 
water resources well. Also, school do not teach how to protect 
our water from fertilizers and chemicals”                                   
Ms. Phye Phye, teacher involved in organisation of 
Literary Environmental Exhibition.  
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1st “RURAL 
VOICES” 

CONFERENCE 
Communities united 

against land-grabbing 
and illegal mining in 
Southern Shan state 

“Baw Sai is one of the regions affected by the so-called 
‘resource curse’ – on one hand it’s very rich in minerals such as 
lead, silver, copper. On the other, it makes it vulnerable to 
exploitation. Just around here you have 50 open pit mines or 
so. Most of them are illegal, their toxic waste is disposed in 
local water resources, they affect local environment and 
health of local communities. Often the land is illegally 
grabbed in order to develop the mines. Unfortunately, most of 
the villagers don’t know how to fight them. They are scared. 
That’s why we decided to organize this conference. To give 
them a voice”. 

Ko Kyaw and EainDa, Green Rights Organization  

PARTNER 
ORGANISATION 

 Green Rights 
Organization GRO  

1 day, over 1000 
participants from over 
40 villages, 
representing 6 ethnic 
minorities from 
Southern Shan state. 
First universal 
conference about land-
grabbing and illegal 
mining in Baw Sai area 
of Shan state. 
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STAGE 1  
LOCAL CIVIC COMMITTEES  
CIVIC EDUCATION TRAINING  

360 PARTICIPANTS 

 

STAGE 2    
LOCAL INITIATIVES 

3 ENVIRONMENTAL INITIATIVES   
ORGANIZED BY & FOR 

COMMUNITIES 
760 PARTICIPIANTS  

 

STAGE 3 
CONFERENCE RURAL VOICES  

1ST CONFERENCE AGAINST LAND-
GRABBING AND ILLEGAL MINING               

1050 PARTICIPIANTS  

We are very proud to have supported the 1st 
‘Rural Voices’ Conference which took place 1st of 
June 2015 in Ye Phyu Kan Village, in Baw Sai 
area. 

It gathered over 1000 participants from 40 
villages, representing 6 townships and 6 ethnic 
minorities.  

Main objective of the conference was to bring 
people from different communities together, 
empower them as responsible citizens who with 
the potential of become actors of change in their 
areas.   
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ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE CONFERENCE  

o 1st universal platform allowing for the EXCHANGE OF EXPERIENCE between 
representatives of different villages (in particular concerning different land grabbing and 
illegal mining case studies) 

o Designing COMMON VILLAGE RULES, accepted by all 1050 participants different 
villages concerning i.a. code of conduct with towards mining projects  

o Designing geographical MAPS of villages by participants in order to allow them to 
know what category of land is located in the village (e.g. agricultural land, village land, 
garden land etc.).  

o Acceptance of Final Declaration of “Rural Voices Conference” 

FINAL DECLARATION  “RURAL VOICES” CONFERENCE, BAW SAI, JULY 2015  

1. WE will collaborate to lawfully stop all the environmental destruction, health and social 
problems caused by the illegal mining  

2. WE will collaborate to have full ownership of land, which belong to our ancestors according to 
the customary and traditional law and procedures.  

3. IT is decided from the conference that land related projects implemented in the region should be 
agreed with the consensus of all stakeholders and local people.  

4. IT is decided that local people will collaborate in advocating for attaining compensation for 
land-grabbing and addressing current environmental, land, and social issues affecting the region.  

5. IT is decided that all the local people shall respect and follow the rules and regulations set up by 
different communities in order to govern their activities. (E.g. no land renting, contracting and 
selling shall be done for projects, which can cause environmental and social problems to whole 
communities)  

6. IT is decided that the agreement and statements of this conference shall be valid until the next 
conference. (It is also decided that the conference will be held annually)  
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ACTIVE 
CITIZENS’ 
ACADEMY  

Civic education 
against discrimination  

4 series of trainings, 20 students 
representing different ethnic and 
religious backgrounds  

 “We want to bring people from 
different background, religions, 
ethnicities together and create a 
platform for dialogue” Wai Wai Nu, 
WPNA  

PARTNER 
ORGANISATION 

Women Peace Network 
Arakan  
WPNA  

Despite being a country of many ethnic groups and 
religions, since 2012 when communal violence 
erupted in Rakhine state, Myanmar has been 
affected by serious tensions between Buddhist and 
Muslims. In 2014, Buddhist nationalists gathered 
under MaBaTha movement lead by e.g. monk 
Wirathu supported by thousands of people. In 2015, 
the Parliament has adopted four controversial bills 
proposed by MaBaTha (so-called “Race and 
Religion Protection Laws”). They regulate i.a. 
interfaith marriage, religious conversion and are 
directed against non-Buddhist, especially Muslims.  

Moreover, systematic discrimination of Muslims can 
be seen in other aspects such as education and 
politics. For instance, Muslims were not allowed to 
candidate in November’s election. Discrimination 
also directly affects Muslim youth, often rejected not 
only by the government and society but also by 
human rights organisations, liberal media.  



 19 19 Burma under construction:  Evaluation of Projekt Birma activities in:  2015 

One of the strongest voices calling against the 
discrimination is represented by Wai Wai Nu, a 
Rohingya activist and director Women Peace 
Network Arakan (WPNA). We have been 
collaborating with WPNA since 2012 on projects 
focused on civic education projects addressed to 
youth from different religious and ethnic 
backgrounds.  

This year, together with WPNA we implemented 
“Active Citizens’ Academy” - series of human 
rights, electoral and civic education trainings for 
young activists. Amongst some of the aims was to 
prepare participants to 2015 General Election, 
allow some of them to become electoral observers 
as well as give them skills to share the gained 
knowledge with their communities.  

Students of Academy were young people of many 
religious and ethnic backgrounds who are united 
with goals of promoting tolerance and fighting 
discrimination. From April till August 2015 they 
were participating in classes taught by 
international and Myanmar lecturers.  Topics 
covered included: international human rights 
regime, electoral systems around the world, 
Myanmar’s electoral system, constitutional law, 
government systems:  federalism vs unitary, 
citizens’ rights and duties.  

“I joined this training because it’s very important 
to our citizens to understand the election process 
in 2015” said Dr.Tin Mar, one of the 
participants. “Free and fair elections are not 
enough to change our country but is a big step 
forward which will help Myanmar to transform 
into democratic state”- she added. 

After series of trainings participants 
decided to take action and implement 
their knowledge into practice through: 

•Organising  
“MYFRIEND CAMPAIGN” 
•Establishing a small                   

ELECTIONS MONITORING GROUP  
 

“MYFRIEND” is an initiative of the 
alumni of “Active Citizens’ Academy”.  

  

Its aim is to promote diversity, tolerance 
and friendship between people of 
different cultures, religions, ethnicities.  
Social campaign started in May 2015 
and it is implemented in two ways: via 
social media and through open events 
such as music concerts etc. 

“We want to promote peace and dialogue 
through language of love and friendship”- 
says Wai Wai Nu. 

“MyFriend” creators have focused on 
social media, because over last few years 
social media have been repeatedly used 
as platforms to spread hate speech and 
incite violence. They wanted to use it to 
spread messages of tolerance and 
friendship. 
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“MyFriend” facebook page encourages to post 
selfies of people coming from different religions, 
ethnicities, cultures with the tagline “friendship 
has no boundaries” and # MyFriend. The goal is 
to show, especially to youth, that they can live in 
peace and harmony despite different religious 
beliefs, race or ethnicity.  

“Everyday we see so much hatred on the 
Internet and usually authors of this post are 
anonymous. We want to show our face, we want 
them to see that we are different but we accept 
each other because friendship has no 
boundaries” Han Seth 

“MyFriend” campaign has been very successful 
on Facebook (the group had received  more than 
3000“likes”) and Twitter but also aims at taking 
action in public spaces. They have already 
organised a number of events promoting 
tolerance through art, music, and debate. On 

the 31st of July, 
“MyFriend” 

celebrated 
International Day 
of Friendship in 
one of Yangon’s 
biggest parks.   

In August, 2015 following disastrous 
floods in Myanmar, MyFriend alumni 
have mobilised themselves, collected 
aid and delivered it to most hit areas 
(e.g.Rakhine)  

1 week after the historic elections, which 
many young people hope will bring 
more messages of tolerance, MyFriend 
has organised International Day of 
Tolerance on the 15th of November. 
Over 300 people participated in the 
event, which included discussions, 
music events and performance. 

During the seminar “How to Build 
Tolerance beyond the Election Period” 
an author Ma Thida said: 

 “What I see at present is that acceptance 
for diversity is still weak among people. 
This is because we don’t have chance to 
know each other sufficiently as we have 
been prohibited for freedom of 
expression for a long time. We need to 
stop that kind of situation and need to 
have a chance to understand each other 
and express freely”  
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 CLOSING REMARKS 

 

It is a big challenge to draw conclusions from such a variety of activities, carried out in 
so many different communities. One clear observation from ‘Active Citizens’ Academy’ 
in Yangon, ‘Local Civic Committees’ trainings and ‘Local Initiatives’ in Shan state, 
‘Rural Voices’ Forum, Shan state or ‘Computer Animation training’, Shan state is that 
any successful programme carried out in Burma/Myanmar has to be based on a 
thorough community research. It has to answer their real needs and be owned by 
those communities. All of the projects described above started as ideas of local 
organisations, where our role was simply to facilitate and support.  

“It is very important that international organisations and international NGOs treat 
local CSOs as equal partners, which unfortunately is not always a case. We really 
appreciate support but it’s also very important that local communities are really 
heard and included” Khun Aung, Shan state.  

Moreover, it is clear that supporting innovation is extremely important. When we first 
started telling members of the international community that one of our activities in 
2015 will be conducting ‘Computer Animation’ training in Shan state, many people 
have questioned it. But since we knew that the idea came directly from the local 
organisations themselves and it was based on their real needs, we were confident that 
it would be a success. It has proven how modern technology can be used to address the 
needs of rural communities, often in an unexpected way.  

Growing radicalisation and systemization of discrimination (e.g. Four Religion and 
Race Protection Laws) is extremely worrying. However, it has also shown that there is 
a part of society searching for space to share messages of tolerance. Rise and success 
of initiatives such as “MyFriend campaign” demonstrates that there is a considerable 
number of people who are looking for platforms to promote co-operation between 
members of different ethnic and religious minorities.  

It will be the task of the new government to address all those issues, provide space for 
dialogue between communities and to do it with the support of local civil society.  

Furthermore, as demonstrated by our research, people of Shan state are extremely 
vulnerable to land grabbing and illegal mining activities often controlled by foreign 
companies. After three years of supporting workshops of Local Civil Committees, we 
can see strong mobilization of civil society at grass root level through joint action such 
as creation and implementation of local civic initiatives and strategy planning by 
residents of over 40 villages in South Shan State during Forum “ Rural Voices”.   


